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The person who has sent this account has given all particulars
of names and addresses, and there is no suggestion from him that
the account should not be published. But I do not have the
courage to publish it with all these particulars. Some portions
of the account are unprintable. The writer gives a vivid picture
of the licentiousness of the sadhus, their love of pomp and
luxury and their debauchery. There is also a painful descrip-
tion of the diseases they are prone to. We are told how poor
pilgrims are robbed and how, in innumerable cases, the sadhu's
garb is used to gratify selfish desires, why it is that Swargashram
gives just the contrary impression. Who can clean up all this
moral filth? The letter suggests that Shankaracharya and I should
do something to remedy this state of affairs, but, for the present
at any rate, I do not think it is within my power to attempt any
such cleansing. The most I can do is to publish a summary of the
letter. If any persons living there are moved by this narrative to
do something, let them make the attempt. The moral corruption
to be found in the holy places of the Hindus is so dreadful that
no improvement is possible unless there is a fundamental change
of attitude in a majority of them. The transformation of these
places from dens of vice into abodes of virtue depends on. the
degree to which there is a change of heart among the Hindus
during this holy struggle. Gleaning up these places will really
mean regeneration of Hinduism. This will require the highest
tapascharya and effective local work.
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 6-10-1921

115.   LETTER TO GANGADHARRAO DESHPANDE*
[Before October 8, 1921]
DEAR GANGADHARRAO2,
I hear that it is your turn now to have the good fortune of
living in the jail palace. I envy your luck. You and others who
go to jail add to the burden of those who remain outside. But we
will surrender all our worries to God. I am sure you will insist
1 This letter was read out at a public meeting at Hubli on October 15
by Rangarao Ramachandra Diwakar who was acquitted on October 8.   Vide
also "Speech at Public Meeting, Bombay", 17-11-1921.
2 A political worker of Kamatak; popularly known as  the  "lion of
Karaatak"